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cable and certain other diseases of special interest. 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required tosubmit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


WORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated onaduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. Wore significant is the estimated non-effective 
rate for personnel stationed inthe United States shown inthe chart onpage 7. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for “honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness inaddition toCDD’s and 
are tabulated on asomewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment fdr the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates fromallcauses, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for allcauses and for 
all diseases combined reported fromreception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases amongnewly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding verereal infections existing prior to inductiem, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
rates hased onsmall numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been > 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is raced after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES: 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

Morbidity from all causes increased slightly (by 
about 2 percent) during the week ending 13 April 1945, 
being reported at 604 per year per thousand strength; 
this is the first time in five weeks that the admission 
rate has increased, The current week's admission rate 
is only about 7 percent lower than that for the cor- 
responding week of 1944, with almost all of the differ- 
ence being due tc lower marbidity from colds, influenza, 
etc. Morbidity from disease likewise increased some~ 
what during the current week, being reported at 554 per 
thousand. 


The admission rate from injury increased slightly 
to 50 per thousand which is about the average rate for 
the year to date. However, it should be bore in mind 
that the injury rates reported since October 1944 are 
not strictly comparable with those prior to that time 
because of the directive (issued 29 September 1944) 
which provided for the reporting of injuries existing 
prior to entry into active service and of readmissions 
for injury under "disease" rather than under "injury", 
as was formerly done. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased 


only fractionally during the current week, being 
reported at 127 per thousand which is the first time 
in several weeks that a large decline failed to occur. 
The current week's rate is nonetheless about 25 per 
cent lower than for the corresponding week of 1944 and 
is the lowest experienced so far this year even though 
sanewhat above that for December 1944. 


The admission rate for pneumonia remiined at 12 
per thousand which is slightly lower than for the 
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corresponding week of 1944 and the lowest for any week 
so far this year. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry on active service increased 
sharply to 44 per thousand from the previous week's 
low figure of 3% per thousand. This increase reflects 
in part the normal cyclical trend during the month 
Since the lowest rate usually occurs during the first 
week, followed by a steady rise thereafter until the 
end of the month. The current week's rate is above 
the highest rate reported during any week of 1944. 


The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery 
increased slightly to 6 per thousand but remained at 
the anticipated low seasonal level. 


The numbers of new cases of measles and mumps 
both declined significantly during the current week, 
while the number of new cases of scarlet fever 
remained about the same. There were 70 new cases of 
rheumatic fever reported, which is the highest number 
for any week this year. The outbreak of poliomyelitis 
at Fort McClellan, Ala. has subsided somewhat with on 
2 new cases being reported during the current week fand 
no deaths), but there were 14 cases remaining under 
treatment there at the end of the week. 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

Causes: Disease and g 

The admission rate for disease increased in all 
Service Commands except the First and Military Dis- 
trict of Washington. The greatest increases (about 5 
percent) were reparted by the Second, Fifth, and Sixth 
Service Commands. The Second Service Command reported 
the highest morbidity from all causes (653 per thousand 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 


and from disease (618 per thousand), followed by the 
Ninth and Sixth Service Cammnds. The lowest admis- 
sion rates from all causes (501 per thousand) and fran 
disease (455 per thousand) were again reported by the 
Military District of Washington, with the Third Ser 
vice Command being the one with the next lowest rates. 


The Fourth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands 
reported the highest morbidity from injury (about 55 
per thousand), while all other Service Commands repor— 
ted rates of 46 per thousand or less. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. remained 


substantially the same in most Service Commands 
except the First and Military District of Washington 
where noteworthy declines were reported. The highest 
morbidity from these causes was reported by the Sixth 
and Eighth Service Commands (about 145 per thousand), 
while the lowest. was registered by the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington (90 per thousand), closely fol— 
lowed by the First Service Command (100 per thousand). 


The admission rate from pneumonia remained sub- 
stantially unchanged in most Service Commands, The 
Fourth and Eighth Service Commands reported the 
highest morbidity from this cause (about 16 per thou- 
sand). 


Common Communicable Diseases; 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding EPTS 
cases, increased in every Service Command except the 
Military District of Washington. Rises of 20 percent 
or more were reported by the Second, Fifth, Sixth, 
Seventh, and Eighth Service Canmmands. The highest 
morbidity from these causes was reported by the 
Second and Third Service Commands (about 62 per thou- 
sand), with no other Command reporting a rate in 
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excess of 50 per thousand. 


All Service Commands continued to report excep— 
tionally low morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery, no 
Command having a rate in excess of 8 per thousand. The 
number of new cases of measles decreased sharply in the 
Fourth and Seventh Service Commands, although there was 
a large increase in the Eighth Service Command. Sioux 
Falls AAF, South Dakota, reported a notable outbreak of 
respiratory diseases having an admission rete from 
colds, influenza, etc. of 338 per thousand and also 12 
new cases of mmps, 15 new cases of scarlet fever, and 
57 new cases of streptoccocal sore throat. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 
the continental United States based on revised data is 
estimated at 32.7 per thousand strength for the week 
ending 13 April as compared with approximately 34 per 
thousand for the corresponding week of 1944. The mean 
number of non-effectives in this country, including 
evacuees from overseas, rose to 91.7 per thousand. 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 13 April 1945 

The munber of neuropsychiatric cases remiining was 
34,824 or about 250 more than at the end of the pre- 
vious week. Non—battle injury patients remaining num 
bered 45,900. The number of battle casualty patients 
remaining increased by about 3,200 to number 76,437 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 13 April there were 4,380 
enlisted men discharged by CDD or about 450 less than 
the previous week. About 51 percent of these discharges 
were rsported by General HOspitals. Included among the 
4,380 CDD's were 1,743 neuropsychiatric cases. 
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l-Maxey, Cp. 9 Tex. 


COCCTDIOTDOMYCOSIS (4) 


l-Muroe AAF, Calif. 
3-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


STATIONS WHERE SULFONAMIDE 
PROPHYLAXIS OF RESPIRATORY 
DISEASE IS BEING EMPLOYED 


NSM OR ALL OF UNITS 


Keesler Field, Miss. 
Truax Field, Wis. 
Amarillo AAF, Tex. 


1-Fitzsimons GeHe, Colo. 
1—Rapid City AAB, S. Dak. 
1-Strother Field, Kans. 
3-Bruns G.H., Ne. Mex. 
1-Baker, Ft., Calif. 
3—Letterman G.H. Calif. 
2-Ord, Ft., Calif. 
1-Stomeman, Cp., Calif. 


FILARIASIS (4) 


l-Walter Reed G.H., D. C. 
1-Columbus ASF Depot, Ohio 
l-Logan, Ft., Colo. 
1-Ord, Ft., Calif. 


2-McClella&, Ft., Ala. 
1-Patterson Field, Ohio 
1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
1-Harlingen AAF, Tex. 


UNDULANT FEVER (4) 
1-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 


LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL 


AMEBIC DYSENTERY (18 


1-Long Island City, N. Y.. 
Signal Corps Photo.Ctr. 
1-Mason GeH., Ne Ye 
1-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
1-Oliver GeHey Ga. 
1-Detroit Gen. Disp. Mich. 
1-Vaughan G.H. ’ Til. 
1-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
3-Fort Worth AAF, Tex. 
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l-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 


2-Memphis Mun. Airport, Temm.|1-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


1-Portland AAB, Ore. 


INTEREST 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (4) 


3-Vaughan GH. r Th. 
l-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


BULLIS FEVER (1) 


1-Kelly Meld, Tex. 
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STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 
22-Ge0~e Ge Meade, Ft., Md. 


57-Sioux Falls AAF, S. Dake 
39—-Amarillo AAF, Tex. 


GERMAN MEASIE S 


28-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
17-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
10-Gordon, Cpe, Ga. 
12-hMcClellan, Ft., Ala. 
10-Wheeler, Cp., Ga. 
11-Knox, Fee, Kye 
15-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
22-Jos.e Te. Robinson, Cp.,Ark 
15-Sheppard Field, Tex. 
20-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
10-Ord, Ft., Calif. 
30-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
Delayed Reports We 
ending 6 April 1945 
32-Hood, Cres Texe 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 
AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 
AND STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STRENGTH 


1—Gardiner GeFe, Tl. 
1-Red River Ord. Depot, Tex. 
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During the five week period ending 30 March the 
admission rate from all causes among prisoners of war 
was 534 per year per thousand strength which was about 
15 percent lover than the corresponding rate for U. S. 
troops in this country (see chart on page 25). The 
admission rate from all diseases combined for prisoners 
of war was 454 per thousand or 20 percent lower than 
that for U.S. troops, while the admission rate from 
injury for prismers was 80 per thousand or about 65 
percent higher than for U.S. troops. 


Morbidity fran disease among prisoners of war was 
5 percent lower during March than during February and 
slightly lower than in December 1944, which was the 
lowest point for that year. Morbidity from injury 
decreased in March and was at about the record low rate 
registered in December 1944. 


Over 99 percent of the total strength of the pris- 
oners of war in the continental United States (as 
reported by The Provost Marshal General) is included in 
the reports received in the Office of The Surgeom 
General. The strength not reported represents largely 
prisoners in penal and medical institutions and those 
en route from ports of debarkation to prisoners of war 
camps for whom no reports are required to be submitted. 


Italian Service Units contimed to experience con= 
siderably higher morbidity than Italian prisoners and 


26). Thus the morbidity rate for Italian Service Units 
was almost double that of Italian prisoners and about 
eman prisoners, Morbidity 


20 percent hirhe nan fo 
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It should be noted furthermore that the strength figures 
shown in the following tables are the mean strengths for 
the period indicated and not the strengths as of the end 


somewhat higher than German prisoners (see chart on page 
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among Japanese prisoners was relatively low in March 
(about 35 percent below that for all other prisoners 
of war) but may have represented merely an accidental 
fluctuation in the morbidity rate, reflecting the 
relatively small number of prisoners involved. 


Morbidity from injury among German prisoners and 
Italian Service Units remained substantially unchanged 
The latter reported the high figure of 100 per thou- 
sand (as contrasted with 81 per thousand for German 
prisoners and only 37 per thousand for Italian pris— 
oners).e 


Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. among pris— 
oners of war was reported at 92 per thousand in March 
or about 15 percent lower than in February. However, 
the admission rate for these causes among prisoners 
was nevertheless about 45 percent lower than for U.S. 
troops. The admissio rate fram colds, influenza, e 
was again highest for Italian Service Units (227 per 
thousand), followed by German prisoners (92 per thou- 
sand), with Italian prisoners being the lowest (62 per 
thousand )e 


During March morbidity from milaria (representing 
predominantly cases acquired outside the United States 
decreased to the relatively low level of 5 per thov- 
sand, thus continuing the steady dowmward trend since 
the peak rate of about 90 per thousand in April 1944. 
Only 1 new case of malaria was reported as having been 
acquired in this country. 


The March admission rate for diarrhea and dysen— 
tery for prisoners of war was at the low seasonal 
level of 7 per thousand. There were reported 29 new 
eases of diphtheria in March or about the same mumber 
as di g Februarye There were only 42 new cases of 
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infectious hepatitis in March which is about the same 
as in February and considerably below the experience 
for the previous three months. Morbidity from measles, 
mmps, and scarlet fever among prisoners remained low 
despite the upward seasonal trend evidenced among U.S. 
troopse 


There were also reported in March the following 
other cases of communicable disease among prisomers 
of wart- 201 trichinosis (at Fort Custer, Mich.), 2 
filariasis, 1 trench fever, 1 trachoma, and 7 cases of 
coccidiodomycosis. 


The camps reporting the highest morbidity from 
disease were Holabird Signal Depot, Mi. (G), Camp 
Gordon Johnston, Fla. (G), Fort F. E. Warren, Wyoe (G), 
Greeley, Coloe (G), Camp Cooke, Calif. (G), and Pasco 
H&R Point, Wash. (ISU), all of which had rates in 
excess of 1500 per thousand. Most of these camps also 
reported relatively high morbidity during February. 


High morbidity from injury was reported for the 
following camps: Holabird Signal Depot, Md. (G), Camp 
| Cooke, Calif. (G), and Belle Mead ASF Depot, N. Je (ISU) 
all of which had rates in excess of 350 per thousand, 


Unusually low morbidity from all causes was 
reported by the following camps: Buffalo, N. Y. (G), 
Camp Croft, S. C. (G), Memphis ASF Depot, Tenn. (G), 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. (G), Brady, Texas (G), McLean, 
Texas (G), Camp Polk, la. (G), Tonkawa, Okla. (GQ), 
Hereford, Texas (IPW), Raritan Arsenal, N. J. (ISU), 
Mte Rainier Ord. Depot, Wash. (ISU), all of which 
reported rates of less than 150 per thousand. 
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The mumber of prisoners of war remaining under 
treatment in hospital and cmvdalescent facilities at 
prisoner of war camps as of 30 March 1945 and the cor 
responding rates per thousand strength are showm 
below, The total number of such prisoner patients at 
the end of March was about 300 higher than at the end 
of Februarye Out of the 10,538 German prisoner 
patients, 195 were at Camp Bowie, Texas, 171 at Camp 
Chaffee, Ark., 184 at Camp Cooke, Calif., 136 at 
Florence, Arize, 4702 at Camp Forrest, Term., 1367 
were at Glennan G.H., Okla., 225 at Camp Gruber, Okla 
240 at Camp Livingston, Lae, 437 at McAlester, Okla. 
and 301 at Camp Swift, Texas; thus, about 75 percent 
of the German prisoners remaining under treatment at 
prisoner of war camps were at these installations. 


In addition to the prisoners of war remaining 
umer treatment at the prisoner of war camps or 
special hospitals for prisoners of war there were 1075 
remaining under treatment in other hospitals; of these 
956 were in General and Convalescent Hospitals 
(chiefly at Bruns, Bushnell, and Mason). 


Number Remaining Prisoner Patients 
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